Cold Weather brings Hazards to Pets

As winter settles in, here are a few tips to remember to ensure
a healthy season. Be sure to keep antifreeze (ethylene glycol)
out of reach! Cats and dogs are attracted to the sweet smell
and taste of antifreeze, and will often sample some of it. Make
sure your vehicle does not leak any onto the floor/ground, keep
in mind it comes in a green, orange or yellow color, it is also
found in some brake and transmission fluids and heat
exchange fluids (sometimes used in solar collectors), and that
any open full or empty containers are properly disposed of.
Antifreeze is highly toxic, and rapidly absorbed into the body
(initial signs appear about 1 hour after ingestion) and there is a
high mortality rate. Signs of ingestion are stumbling, vomiting,
depression, and sometimes the sent on the breath. The
kidneys are most severely affected; they shut down, causing
the animal to be unable to produce urine. Even if the animal
seems to improve initially with treatment, they may have kidney
failure in the near future and need other special treatments.
This type of kidney failure usually happens 12-24 hours after
ingestion in cats and 36-72 hours in dogs. Success of
treatment is dependent upon quick treatment. If you suspect
antifreeze poisoning contact your veterinarian immediately!

Cold, damp weather aggrevates arthritis. Be sure your pet has a
warm, dry area out of the elements to stay in, and a soft bed to lay
on. Some pet stores carry safe heated floor mats or non-electric
warm bedding. Do Not use a heat lamp or other type of home
heater-this is dangerous and is the cause of many fires. Contact
your veterinarian if you think your pet may need some pain control,
but never give any medications without consulting a veterinarian
first.
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Welcome to Our New Staff Members

Robbie Olsen, our new part-time evening Kennel Assistant joined
our team in September. He has been involved with animals for a
lifetime, and really enjoys working with everyone that comes his
way. Helivesin Fremont, and enjoys his own pets, building and
flying remote control and control line airplanes, working on cars,
and being with friends and family. Heiscurrently in the Army, and
studying to become an auto mechanic.

Jaime Brower, LV T-joined our team in December. She graduated
from Vatterott College in May 2005. Prior to graduation she
worked as areceptionist at the Animal Emergency Clinicin
Omaha, then preceded to work as a veterinary assistant for a year
and a half at All Creatures Vet Clinicin Omaha. After becoming
an LVT, she worked at Millard Vet Clinics for ayear and then took
the Director of Pet Nursing position at Banfield, The Pet Hospital.
Looking for a positive change and something alittle closer to home,
she found herself at Fremont Animal Medical Clinic. It truly has
been amove in theright direction for her. Sheiscurrently a
resident of Kennard, NE. She lives with her fiancé, Zac, aLab
(Jake), 3 cats (Mitzi, Sabrina, and Angus), a Leopard Gecko
(Hermione) and 7 fish. She enjoys all outdoor activities, evenif it
means wearing camo and getting muddy. She looks forward to
meeting new pets, new experiences and challenges. Most of all
Jaime looks forward to meeting all of youl!

If your pet lives outdoors, make sure their water is not frozen! Heated pet

bowls are very handy to have during the cold winter months, and can be
found in most pet supply stores in stainless steel or plastic. Also, outdoor
pets may need additional food calories to sustain body temperature.
Check with your veterinarian to decide if this is necessary and what food

he/she recommends feeding.

Did You Know??

-Some of the store bought flea preventatives can
be very harmful or fatal if used inappropriately.
Flea preventatives that are carried and
recommended by most veterinarians are very safe
and are the most effective.
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WHILE YOU ARE BUSY MAKING YOUR FESTIVE PLANS FOR HANUKKAH, CHRISTMAS AND THE UPCOMING NEW YEAR, PLEASE DON'T
FORGET TO INCLUDE YOUR PETS. THE HOLIDAYS ARE A TIME FOR GIVING, BUT THERE ARE SOME THINGS YOU SHOULD NOT SHARE
WITH YOUR LITTLE FURRY KIDS. ONCE YOU KNOW THE HAZARDS, A LITTLE PRECAUTION AND PREVENTION WILL MAKE THE
HOLIDAYS A HAPPY TIME FOR EVERYONE. SOME OF THE MORE COMMON HOLIDAY HAZARDS INCLUDE:

HOLIDAY TREE: WE ALL KNOW PETS ARE INQUISITIVE WHEN IT COMES TO NEW THINGS IN THEIR SURROUNDINGS. MAKE SURE YOUR
TREE IS WELL SECURED, TO PREVENT FALLING OVER AS THE KITTY CLIMBS UP OR THE HAPPY TAIL DOG BUMPS INTO IT. TO DO THIS,
ANCHOR THE TOP OF THE TREE TO THE WALL OR CEILING BY USING A STRONG ROPE OR CORD. PRESERVATIVES OFTEN USED IN
THE WATER IN A TREE STAND CAN CAUSE STOMACH UPSETS, SO BE SURE IT'S INACCESSIBLE OR NOT USED. AVOID SUGAR AND
ASPIRIN ADDITIVES IN THE WATER AS WELL. IF YOU HAVE A REAL TREE, THE PINE NEEDLES ARE A RISK. IF INGESTED, THEY CAN
PUNCTURE YOUR PETS INTESTINES IF SHARP ENOUGH.

ORNAMENTS: STRING OBJECTS, ESPECIALLY TINSEL AND RIBBONS ARE TO BE SAFEGUARDED AT ALL COSTS. THEY ARE THIN
AND SHARP AND CAN WRAP AROUND INTESTINES OR BALL UP IN THE STOMACH. SHARP OR BREAKABLE ORNAMENTS, DREIDELS
AND EVEN ALUMINUM FOILS SHOULD BE KEPT OUT OF REACH. GLASS CAN BE EASILY BROKEN AND IMBEDDED IN FEET, MOUTH,
ETC.

BONES AND FAT: ANY BONES OF POULTRY OR STEAK SHOULD NOT BE OFFERED OR KEPT IN A TEMPTING PLACE FOR PETS. SMALL
BONES AND CHIPS CAN GET LODGED IN THE THROAT, STOMACH AND INTESTINAL TRACT. GRAVY AND POULTRY SKINS SHOULD
ALSO BE AVOIDED- EVEN THE SLIGHTEST AMOUNT CAN CAUSE STOMACH UPSET AS WELL.

ELECTRICAL CORDS: BE SURE YOU HAVE CORDS SECURED AND OUT OF THE WAY, ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE PUPPIES AND KITTENS
WHO LIKE TO CHEW.

CANDLES: NEVER LEAVE A LIT CANDLE UNATTENDED ESPECIALLY IF AT KITTY OR PUPPIES EYELEVEL. THE “DANCING LIGHT"
MOVEMENT MAY TRIGGER THEM TO KNOCK IT OVER, CAUSING A FIRE AND OR HOT WAX TO BE SPILLED ON THEMSELVES AND
ANYTHING ELSE IN THE WAY.

ToxXIC LIST: THERE ARE SEVERAL COMMON THINGS THAT ARE TOXIC TO PETS, FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF SOME

1. ALCOHOL

2. SNOW GLOBES (CAN OFTEN CONTAIN ANTIFREEZE!)

3. DECORATIONS: BUBBLING LIGHTS, SNOW SPRAYS, SNOW FLOCK, STYROFOAM (CHOKING HAZARD), WATER IN SNOW
SCENES MAY CONTAIN TOXIC ORGANISMS SUCH AS SALMONELLA
PLANTS: HOLLY, MISTLETOE, POINSETTIAS, LILIES
SMALL TOYS, BALLS, ORNAMENTS CAN BE EASILY INGESTED CAUSING A BLOCKAGE IN STOMACH OR INTESTINES
CHOCOLATE: PARTICULARLY UNSWEETENED, BAKING CHOCOLATE, DARK, AND BITTERSWEET
ICE MELT/SALT
COFFEE GROUNDS, TEA, HOPS, GARLIC, AVOCADO, GRAPES AND RAISINS, ONIONS AND ONION POWDER, AND
MACADAMIA NUTS
9. GUM, CANDY, BREATH FRESHENERS CONTAINING SWEETENER XYLITOL-CAN CAUSE LIVER DAMAGE
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STRESS: SOME PETS DON'T HANDLE EVERYTHING AS WELL AS OTHERS. KEEP IN MIND, STRESS CAN BE CAUSED BY THE FOLLOWING
1. EXCESSIVE COMPANY COMING AND GOING
2. EXCESSIVE HANDLING
3. EXCESSIVE NOISE
4. MORE TREAT GIVING/TABLE FOOD OFFERED THAN NORMAL
BE SURE TO KEEP AN EYE ON YOUR PETS DURING THIS TIME, AS THIS IS WHEN SOME CAN ESCAPE AND BECOME LOST AND
CONFUSED. BE SURE YOUR PET HAS A SAFE, WARM AND QUIET PLACE TO GO AND RELAX AWAY FROM WHATEVER IS
BOTHERING HIM. IF YOU GO ELSEWHERE, AND CHOOSE TO TAKE YOUR PET ALONG, MAKE SURE YOUR PET WILL BE
WELCOME AND THAT HE FEELS SAFE IN A NEW ENVIRONMENT ON TOP OF THE EXCESSIVE STRESSES.

IF THERE IS ANYTHING ABNORMAL ABOUT YOUR PET'S BEHAVIOR BE SURE TO HAVE HIM CHECKED BY A VETERINARIAN. THE
SOONER YOU CATCH SOMETHING THE BETTER!! PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT US WITH ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS
REGARDING THE INFORMATION ABOVE, 402-721-3033.




